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Perjury on Chile? 


possibilities of using bribe money had 
hot really been an attempt to influence 
“I realize” he told Mr. 


By Tom . Wicker 

_J ' — _ L-- . . the vote. “I realize,” he told Mr. 

Nicholas M. Horrockof fhai New 111 

York Time, has impressively docu- ot £hat - * nswer wsJ narTOW - 

mented a grim story of how the Nixon 


that that my answer was narrow.” 
It was not so harrow as another 
answer he gave at confirmation hear- 

zsisst’AS: 

ft^SftSFSiiSS: 

«rnment of Chile?” 

ll ' ,No ' sir " Mr - Heta » replied, despite 

a W >arent CI - A - involvement while ; 
h# ™«* the agency's director, in two 
,eparate Plots designed to bring about 
then the director of the Central Intel- , military takeover of the Chilean 1 

Mr. Helms', according to Mr. Hoamock's ejected. 

Recount, that the C.IA. was not doing Asked about that again on Jan. 22 
enough to prevent Mr. Allende from 1975 ^ Hdms insisted; “As far as < 
becoming President and bed better the earlier statement Is conoetnect 
^M roe upl rtth atane jdeas." Mr. Nixon whether the agency tried to overthrow 
authorized an Expenditure of $10 mfl- the Government of Chile, I answered. 
Hon f« Air effort to unseat Mr. Al- ‘No.‘ I believe that is true. If It' has 
!»nd* (who had won the popular elec- been alleged differently by someone 
lion with 'less than a majority of the else, I would appreciate having tt‘‘ 
vote, and whose election therefore had it may be that Mr. Heims, at hazard 
to 1 be 'confirmed by As Chilean Cod- A himself, was simply protecting ths 
gress). national security, as he saw it, with 

’-The rtsult_gMhJtJZieadng was two 'these answers; but on that same. Jan. 
unsuccessful coup attempts backed by 
Ae C.IA., one of which resulted in 

the kidnapping sod 01 G* 0 - Reo4 

Schneider Chereau. That is bad enough, * 

a shameful blot on American history, 22, 1975, Senator J3eorge McGovern 
but it cannot be undone now. Vnless »sked him if he Aought he hed “• 
Mr. Horrock’s account is disproven in right maybe an obligation, or 
virtually every detail, however, strong occasions, to mislead Cong 

« „ 

nmicmient^gauui ».n F- to be as forthcoming as he could 

Repeatedly, Arough . aeries of Co* ^ 

gressional hearings. Mr. Helms has of going privately.to Senators and •> 
testified Aat no such effort to over- ^ P^lwpe could ‘not be ei 
Arow Ae Chilean Government was in hearings. I don t want to 
made. At worst, he has conceded in retog* “ d “y , li ' <1 *•..?** ,. 

Xw of his testimony, efforts were interest” he and. T didn 1 ^ 

££ to see if it was possible to bribe ™ 
members of the Chilean Congress to 

"S ft * szzsfstl; . 

That was found to be quite un- together wi th the fact3 of c.I.A. opera- 

workable/' Mr. Helms told Ae Forest ^ chife> and ^ 

Relations Commrttee on Jan. 22,1 975. activities it . undertook while Mr, 
••Allende' had Ais all wrapped up, it Helms wa , its director. If a perjury 
was put In Ae bag, and there was charge issueS( that would be a sad 
nothing that was going to change it development for Richard Helms but if 
But two years earlier, on March 16, might have salutary effect elsewherf 
1873, before a Senate subcommittee, in the Government. j 

Mr. Helms had denied even Aat blood- K might make public officials. thin! 


l IN THE NATION 


a of Chile cast its vote ‘‘narrow" answers. If Aey feared t« 
installing Allende as the new Presi- lie or mislead, it might make then 
dent did Ae CIA. attempt in any Aink twice about what Aey do. Pub 
way to influence Aat vote?” lie Officials who had to face up 0 

“Which vote?” Mr. Heims asked. Aeir own actions and policies, an( 

"The vote of Ae Congress,” Sena- accept Ae political and legal corns 
tor Church said. quences, might not be quite so quid 

T“No, sir,” Mr. Helms said flatly— to overthrow anoAer govemmeni 
although he Ittef explained that he cover up a scandal or play ball witi 

Aought Ae C IA,’* "probe” into Ae Ae Interests they supposedly regulatt 



